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Indigenous Development of
NITIN MITTAL’S KNEST IS PIONEERING THE CHANGE
Ultra-Violet Lamps & Solutions V
to Combat Covid-19 and other
Afflictions

Dr Avinash Kulkarni
Chairman, Arklite

T

he COVID outbreak has brought the
need for treatment of indoor air-conditioned air with Ultra Violet into focus
as the spread of COVID through air has been
identified as a major concern.
Arklite Speciality Lamps Pvt Ltd was
first off the blocks in India in introducing
UV lamps and UV based products and solutions for commercial, hospital and personal
applications in our fight against Covid and

SteraCART

Vikram Bapat
Managing Director, Arklite
similar microbial respiratory infections and
pandemics.
Since 2005, Arklite, a Pune based enterprise, has been the only Indian manufacturer
of Quartz UV lamps which are the backbone
of products and solutions for air treatment
using germicidal applications in industrial
and commercial establishments. Arklite is a
brainchild of Dr. Avinash Kulkarni, a graduate of IIT Bombay (a recipient of its Distinguished Alumnus citation) and PhD from
University of Pennsylvania, USA.
“Aeropure” is the brand of choice for UV
systems for improving indoor air quality
through installations in HVAC systems.
These UV systems also provide several other benefits like significant energy saving,
lower maintenance costs, etc. So far the company has manufactured over a million UV
lamps, exported most of them to USA, and
installed over 20,000 UV systems in India
and overseas markets. These installations
are in Offices, Airports, Underground Metro
stations, Hotels, and Hospitals.
Having perfected the technology of making quartz UV Amalgam lamps of upto 400W,
Arklite is now participating in several projects of waste water treatment for municipal
corporations, an application where massive
doses of UV irradiation are needed for disinfection.
Mr Vikram Bapat, the Managing Director
of the company says “ Taking up the challenge of Atmanirbhar Bharat, the company
is the only manufacturer of UV lamps in India thereby creating import substitutes for
not only lamps (and ballasts) but also UV
based solutions in Air, Water and Surface
treatment.” SteraCART is one such products
(see photo) for surface and air disinfection.
Dr Avinash Kulkarni sensed the future
need (which has now become present!) way
back in 1996 for such technology and invested in setting up an R&D team with Ph. D and
engineers to innovate products suitable for
the Indian market.

isionary leaders can often see the
potential and opportunity in changing times. These leaders embrace
the unknown as a blank canvas for innovation, experimentation and pioneering
new possibilities. Innovative ideas and
grandiose vision are meaningless if not
followed up by action. The flair and charisma so often associated with the visionary leadership style must be balanced by
discipline, focus and a specific course of
action. Nitin Mittal is the perfect example
of such visionary leadership.
A Pune-based industrialist and entrepreneur, Nitin got intrigued by the high
level of methodology, precision, and cutting-edge technology involved in aluminium formwork systems. While just in his
thirties, he started Knest Aluform in 2014
to manufacture aluminium formwork to
support the Indian real estate sector.
With ever evolving times, this sector
has been going through a paradigm shift
as far as consumer consumption and behaviour is concerned. Nitin believes that
Energy, Time, People and Capital are the
highest priority factors for any construction and Knest is committed to save all
the said four.
Nitin Mittal
Through Aluminium formwork techThe company has two divisions. “Knest
nology, Knest is now on the verge of revolutionizing the Indian construction industry. Aluform” makes monolithic panels used in
It has helped bridge the technology gap be- the construction of large housing projects
tween methodologies that were considered and “Knest Verticals” which is a segment
obsolete and the need for quicker, reliable strategically planned for the individual developers for smaller modules of construction,
construction methods.

offering them affordable and versatile
solutions while keeping the advantages
of Aluminium Formwork. The company
is currently working with almost all the
domestic and international biggies in the
real estate sector. A certified engineering
team, technical expertise and consulting,
100% quality assurance, unparalleled
customer service and industry leading
3D design software gives the competitive
edge to Knest Group under Nitin’s leadership.
With the vision of making an Indian
homegrown company Nitin shares, “Aluminium formwork systems for concreting were probably the most modern and
versatile construction system. The Indian
real estate sector was importing them, so
it made sense to try and provide the same
technology at a higher quality, more economical price, and with better service in
my own country. I believe in my country’s
potential and I want to continue to deliver
the world’s best aluminium formwork.”.
Nitin is currently working towards
Knest getting listed on the stock market
soon. “And now that we are India’s biggest
company, we wish to become the world’s
biggest in the next 5 years” he explains.
Once the pandemic eases out and colleges
open up, Mr. Mittal also plans to visit colleges
across the country to educate engineers on
the benefits of aluminium formwork, impart
his knowledge on the construction sector
with a goal of providing employment to 2,000
people by 2025.

BRIGHT BRAIN: A MARKETING
AGENCY THAT HELP’S YOUR
BUSINESS LEAD DIGITALLY
W

ith clients from over
seven countries Bright
Brain, a digital marketing and advertising agency is
one of the 15 (out of 7,000) partner agencies to be selected as
part of Google’s ‘Elevator Program’ for the year 2019-2020.
Founded by Sandeep Israni,
Bright Brain builds branding
and increased sales efficiency solutions. Sandeep is also
a guest lecturer at India’s premier B School and has trained
over 5000 MBA students in digital marketing including GIM,
XIMB, SCMHRD & SIIB. Winner
of various awards including
Economic Times Power of Ideas
2010, Sandeep has been building
brands at a very fast pace.
With a team of more than 50
employees, Bright Brain helps
industries like Real Estate,
eCommerce, Hospitality & many
others and is a proud digital

partner of pioneer companies
like The Taj Group, Paranjape
Schemes, KSB Pumps, CBRE
, Force Motors, Pierre Cardin
Shoes , CRIF, Indian School of
Design and Innovation, and
many more. The brand has its
offices in Pune, Mumbai, and
Bangalore. Their expertise includes performance marketing,
digital campaign management,
influencer marketing, Amazon
marketing services & social media.
Talking about the company
culture Sandeep shares, “Our
philosophy is to add value to our
clients and team members alike.
Our structure and working style
is built to foster a culture of autonomy, self-learning and innovation - a philosophy reflected in
the team and work that we do for
clients. When we say we believe
a happy team = happy clients,
we mean it.”

Sandeep Israni - Founder & Partner, Bright Brain
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